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Gambier, Ohio

Kenyon prepares for winter
Anticipates illness, Seasonal Affective Disorder
by LEAH FINN
Staff Writer
Whether you know it by the icy
weather, the mounting workload or the
growing stack of invitations to holiday
formals, in the weeks between Thanksgiving and winter vacations, one thing is
clear here at Kenyon: winter has come
to Gambier.
But is winter on campus the most
wonderful time of the year, or the most
dismal, dark and depressing?
“I really enjoy it,” Charlie Baldwin
’09 said. As a member of the Outdoors
Club and the Men’s Rugby team, the
winter months send Baldwin back inside
for most of his regular extracurricular
activities—but not all of them.
“Every Friday all winter, no matter
the weather, you’ll find members of both
the men’s and women’s teams braving
the cold to play pickup rugby on Peirce
Lawn,” Baldwin said. The tradition,
known as “sevens in the snow,” can be “extremely painful,” he said. “Playing rugby
on a frozen ground is a bit like playing on
concrete: there’s no soft way to go down
on such a surface. We love it.”
A snow-covered Peirce Lawn
played host to another frosty tradition
last Sunday, Dec. 7, when Ultimate
Frisbee players stripped to their skivvies for the annual game of “underwear
ultimate.”
“It’s to celebrate the first snow,” said
Hazel Crowley ’10, a member of the
Ultimate Frisbee team, “and to celebrate
how crazy we all are.”
The game lasts only about 30

minutes, according to Crowley. “It’s supposed to be hilarious, but people aren’t
supposed to get frostbite or anything.”
While some Kenyon students
brave the cold for the sake of outdoor
fun, others simply hunker down inside
to do their homework. “I hate winter. I
get stir crazy,” said Mike Greenberg ’10,
who admitted to spending a lot of time
indoors during the winter, said. “Though
it’s kind of nice towards the end of finals
when it’s snowing and you can just hole
up somewhere and do a lot of work and
drink a lot of coffee.”
Increased homework and stress
levels are other surefire signs of the
beginning of winter in Gambier, as
final exam week looms closer. Though
students are often tempted to caffeinate
themselves through all-nighters, Director
of the Health and Counseling Center
and College Physician Tracy Schermer
advises students to take extra care of
their physical health during the change
in seasons.
Health: Fending Off Kenyon Krud,
Winter Blues
The biggest threat to students’
health as the temperature drops is influenza, according to Schermer. The upper
respiratory virus can hit campus several
times per year, and it treats students to
a bevy of symptoms including fever,
muscle aches and pains, congestion and
fatigue.
The best way to avoid the dreaded Kenyon Krud? “Get immunized,”
Schermer said. “And throughout the flu

season, use good hand-washing techniques, good hygiene.”
Professor of Psychology Tabitha
Payne, who has conducted a number of
studies on Seasonal Affective Disorder
(SAD) at Kenyon, urges students to
watch out for their mental health as
well.
“Seasonal Affective Disorder is really just defined as having depression in
a particular seasonal time,” Payne said.
“It just so happens that it tends to fall in
the winter.”
Like depression, symptoms of SAD
can include sadness, lack of motivation or
focus, achiness and a change in sleeping
or eating patterns.
“We’ve isolated that one cause is the
reduction in light,” Payne said. “Many
people find their symptoms to be alleviated through light therapy.”
Another cause of wintertime
depression may be a sense of stress
around the holidays, according to Payne.
“Whether it’s money issues, or family interaction issues, it’s a stressful time.
People may be experiencing depressive
symptoms in this season that may not
be because of the light, but because they
have life event stress which is unique
during this season.”
Light therapy for SAD involves
regular exposure to a special lamp that
mimics outdoor light to cause a moodlifting chemical reaction in the brain,
according to Mayoclinic.com. Schermer,
who has seen cases of SAD at the Kenyon
health center, said these lights can be
see Winter, page 4
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Alumnus to
manage Bookstore
by henley cox
Staff Writer
The College Bookstore “used
to be a place you could get lost in,”
said 1991 alumnus Hugh Resnick,
the bookstore’s new manager. “As
you were walking through it you
had a lot ‘a-ha!’ moments–serendipitous moments,” he said.
After a six-month search, the
search committee led by Professor
of Biolog y Haruhiko Itagaki has
named Resnick the new Bookstore
manager. Itagaki and 11 other individuals, including Kenyon students
Sophia Munoz ‘09 and Jack Hornick ‘09, sifted through 149 different applicants, 27 phone interviews
and three in-person evaluations
before choosing Resnick.
“We wanted somebody who
could bring [the Bookstore] back
to prominence,” Itagaki said. “We
were looking for someone who
understands an institution like this
and what kind of role a bookstore
can play here. We also just wanted
a real book person.”
As an alumnus, Resnick provides a “good balance between
understanding where we have been
in the past and where we should go

in the future,” Itagaki said.
The Bookstore “was a place
where you could discover things,
much like Kenyon itself,” Resnick
said. “You come to this college
expecting to be an [economics] major and end up loving music. The
bookstore reflected that; you came
upon things that you had not seen
before and were new to you.”
Yet, Resnick also said that
the amount of “stuff ” contained
within the Bookstore was also its
“downfall.”
“It is important to be practical. What do people actually want
to buy ? How should we stock
this store?” These are questions
Resnick said he will be in charge
of figuring out beginning Dec. 15,
when he starts the job.
Munoz , a memb er of the
search committee, has a few suggestions for Resnick when he begins. “I really miss the cash registers being in front when you walk
in. I really liked being greeted by
the cashiers every time I walked
in the bookstore,” she said. “I also
think we have more of a clothes
selection than we need. I miss
see Manager, page 4

College aims to
increase diversity
by henley cox
Staff Writer

“There is a real lack of diversity [at Kenyon], both racial and
economic,” Bryan Kurtzman ’12
said. “But I find that diversity on
campus really is not an issue that
can be resolved by the student
b o dy. Althoug h students can
speak out regarding diversityrelated issues, it is ultimately the
responsibility of Kenyon’s admissions department to expand the
diversity of the student body.”
Over the past few years, the
administrators at Kenyon have
worked to make the school more
diverse. According to President
Georgia S. Nugent, the two main
actions Kenyon has taken concerning this issue are to create a
Trustee committee on diversity
and to instate Assistant Director of Multicultural Admissions,
Mar j orie Tr ueb lo o d- Gamb le,
who works with both admissions
and student affairs.
According to Senior Assitant
Director of Admission and Director of Multicultural Admissions
Travis Culver, Kenyon enrolled
54 students of color into the

first-year class in 2004. In 2008,
Kenyon enrolled 75 students of
color.
But what does “students of
color” mean? According to Culver, the phrase refers to different
domestic ethnic minorities: ArabAmericans, African-Americans,
Asian-Americans, Latino-Americans and Native-Americans.
Culver said that the goal of
multicultural admissions is not
based on numbers or percentages.
“We want a critical mass of
multicultural students on campus,” Culver said. “ We are not
number-driven or focused. We
want a take-for-granted kind of
approach-something that is intrinsic in Kenyon’s community. If
you look around and you think,
‘Wow this is really a diverse place
to be.’”
April Yvonne Garret ’97 and
Robert King ’97 created the Kenyon Alumni of Color Collective
in part to help reach this goal.
They are working with the
College “to establish productive
protocols that produce measursee Diversity, page 2
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$2.15 million donated Diversity: Minority students
to legal studies program want more diversity on the hill
By desiree vodounon
News Assistant

Kenyon College recently received
a gift of $2.15 million to support the
College’s legal studies program through
the John W. Adams Summer Scholars
Research Fund. The gift is a commitment made by the Foundation for Law,
Justice and Society at the University of
Oxford.
The College’s legal studies program is an interdisciplinary program
that is “in the tradition of a liberal arts
college, an examination of law … as an
institution from a variety of perspectives,” said Associate Provost and Associate Professor of Sociology and Legal
Studies Ric Sheffield, who also oversees
the legal studies program.
The concentration is intended for
anyone who is interested in studying the
law and its effects on human societies,
the program is neither necessarily limited to those interested in a law career,
nor is it to be confused with a pre-law
program.
“It is not
a pre-law program,” John
W. Ad a ms
P’93 said.
“I’m not
exactly interested in a
future in law,”
sa id Naomi
Blaushild ’10,
who participated in the summer scholars program this
past summer, but “I really got interested
in the topic as I was studying it.”
“We begin with the assumption
that law is one of the most influential
social institutions in society, and it
affects our lives in a variety of ways,”
Sheffield said.
Students who are interested in
legal studies may participate in the Kenyon College Summer Scholars program,
an eight-to-ten-week program during
the summer in which students work
on independent study projects along
with professors.
“The Legal Scholars program offers a really unique opportunity for undergraduates to perform self-designed
research,” said Risa Griffin ’09, another
participant in the summer legal scholars
program, “so I hope more people are
able to take advantage of it.”
Of the recent gift, $150,000 is specifically intended for the College’s Summer Scholars program. “This is a very
significant gift because it enhances opportunities for students and one of the
things we want to see more and more at
Kenyon College is to give students the
opportunity to do sophisticated original
research,” Sheffield said.
“I hope that this gift can expand
the legal studies program in general
and provide opportunities to those
concentrating in legal studies and
anyone else interested in legal issues,”
Blaushild said.
During the Summer Scholars
program, students are given a $3,000
stipend and on-campus housing.

“The endowment will hopefully
afford more students the opportunity
to participate in the program and gain
research experience alongside the professor,” Kara Stiles ’09 said.
Stiles was a legal scholar during
the summer of 2008 and worked on a
project entitled “Women’s Incarceration and Rehabilitative Programming.”
Griffin studied sterilization law and
welfare policy in regards to impoverished women, while Blaushild focused
on presidential pardons.
Adams, chairman of the board for
Oxford University’s Foundation for
Law, Justice, and Society, said that the
$2.15 million gift was given to Kenyon
because of the College’s approach to
teaching law across several academic
disciplines.
“I know Kenyon very well,” said
Adams, who said the program gives
undergraduates an extraordinary opportunity to do independent research.
Another reason that Adams identified Kenyon as the right college to receive the gift
is because it is
a small liberal
arts school.
He said that
“the impact
of the money
would not be
as great at a
large university.” Adams,
- Ric Sheffield whose son and
daughter-inlaw both graduated from Kenyon, also
felt that the gift was “a great way to leave
a lasting legacy.”
The intention of the University of
Oxford’s Foundation for Law, Justice
and Society gift to Kenyon’s summer
scholars program is to provide students
with an opportunity to learn about “the
extent to which the law effects our lives,”
Adams said.
The gift will provide student
stipends and allow faculty members to
attend an annual conference pertaining to law and society. The conference
“helps prepare faculty for mentoring
students in the summer scholarship,”
according to Sheffield.
Additionally, this summer, those
participating in the legal scholars program will travel to Oxford University
in England for two weeks, where they
will spend time learning about the
legal systems of the United Kingdom,
the United States and the European
Union.
“All costs and expenses associated
with the trip to Oxford will be borne
by the Foundation [for Law, Justice,
and Society at Oxford University],”
Sheffield said. “So this is a wonderfully exciting development and an
extraordinary international study opportunity for Kenyon’s summer legal
scholars.”
“I am thrilled,” Sheffield said. “I
am very grateful to Mr. Adams, who
saw the promise of the law and society
program at Kenyon College and its
ability to give students that special
opportunity.”

... Law is one of the
most influential social
institutions in society...
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able outcomes in an effort to
improve the quantity and quality
of the relationships and experiences people of color have with
the College,” Garret said.
Garret has high hopes for the
future of diversity at Kenyon.
“Kenyon College has a great
foundation and is fertile,” Garret
said. “I’d love to see an increase in
the presence of visiting scholars
and artists of color each year. We
have several [alumni] of color
who are successful in a number of
diverse professions and I am sure
they would love to come back to
Kenyon and share their work.”
Jo e Va l entin e -W h i te ’ 1 1 ,
president of the Black Student
Union, also hopes to see more
visitors of color who have experienced high-profile jobs in specific
industries.
“I want someone who can say,
here is what it is like owning your
own business, and here is what
you may encounter as a minority
student,” he said.
But according to Maria Magana ’09, head of Asociacion De
Estudiantes Latino Americanos y
de Naciones Tropicales Exoticas
(ADELANTE), the Hispanic and
Latino awareness club on campus,
Kenyon first needs to draw in
more multicultural students.
“The level of diversity here
could be better, especially for the
Hispanic population,” she said.
Magana, who grew up in California, said coming to Kenyon
was a culture shock. “I was used
to walking outside and hearing
people speaking Spanish. When
I got to Kenyon, I was the only
Hispanic on my hall.”
W h e n a s ke d a b o ut s o m e
practical actions the school could
take to draw in more minorities,
Magana suggested a multicultural
admissions video.
“ We should do a multicultural admissions video to target specific cultural and racial
g roups. I know being in hig h
school I would have loved to have
seen a Hispanic ethnic American
in the video. The video showed

people in Mock Trial, singing in Kenyon and have never been outa capella groups. I thought to my- side the state. The more you can
self, ‘Yeah, you do that, but you understand about other people’s
don’t look
experiences,
like me.’ I
the broader
would have
your reploved to
ertoire in
have seen
which you
a Hispanic
can use to
singing . I
support
know the
th em ,” G o c ha ng e
cial said.
would have
B o t h
drawn my
Culver and
friends in.”
- Maria Magana ‘09 Va l e n t i n e T h e
White hig hadmissions
lighted the
department, however, seems to importance of creating strong
disagree. Culver said, concern- ties with members of the Kenyon
ing th e mu l ti c u l tur a l vi d e o , community.
“Multicultural recruitment is
“Another one of my concerns
not something that is separate. is that minorities, diversity candiThe same way we recruit a stu- dates ... need to branch out from
dent of color is the same way we their groups,” Valentine-White
recruit any student. To do just said. “It seriously limits your exa multicultural piece would be perience at this place. You need
excluding a lot of people.”
to meet different kinds of people.
But what about when stu- Otherwise it severely limits your
dents of color actually g et to oppurtunities.”
Kenyon’s campus ? Va lentineThe effort is not targ eted
White said getting minorities solely at students. Nugent added
here might not be so much the that they have worked to procure
problem as keeping them here.
a more diverse faculty. “We want
“One of the concerns I have to ensure a diverse pool and in
concerning diversity is reten- some ca ses that means re contion,” he said. “It is a remote figuring current positions.” She
location ; they don’t see larg e said. “For example, in the English
diverse numbers,” he said. “As a department we created a position
minority, you look around and that focuses solely on colonial
there are not a lot of me here literatures.”
and you wonder, is there a reason
The school is also attractfor that?”
ing underrepresented graduate
Tammy Gocial, dean of stu- students through use of Marilyn
dents, weighed in on this question. Yarbrough Dissertation/ Teaching
“Yes, I think students of color Fellowship. This fellowship pays
have different experiences,” she for a graduate student to come
said, “but just as an athlete versus to Kenyon’s campus, teach half
a non-athlete or a Greek versus a of a course load and finish their
non-Greek would have different dissertation.
experiences on campus.”
“The thought is, maybe they
Nonetheless, G ocia l sug - can then become a candidate for a
gested having a training program full-time faculty position at Kento help Kenyon faculty and ad- yon. It’s a great program for us.”
ministrators understand what it
The effort is also targeted
means to be a student of color at students. “ The ten million
on campus.
dollars Paul Newman donated
“ W hat i s th e e xp eri en c e will help us reach the neediest
like? What do the rest of us need students, and let us obtain ecoto know ?” Gocial said. “There nomic diversity if nothing else.”
are some people who work at Nugent said.

When I got to
Kenyon, I was the only
Hispanic on my hall.

Student Council

• The Student Life Committee approved three new student organizations and has sent a survey
on the Health Center to students.
• The Senate discussed recent all-student e-mails and the possibility of creating an honor code
for the College.
• Student Council discussed ways of improving study spaces for students including keeping
the computer lab in Perice open until 4:00 a.m., installing additional outlets and lamps in Peirce, and
having drinks available in the Peirce atrium.
• The Budget and Finance Committee held a supplemental budget hearing, and Student Council
approved their funding decisions.
—Marika Garland
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Campus Safety installs boulders to Nationwide provost
search
continues
limit illegal parking in Manning lot
By august steigmeyer
News Assistant

A committee created by President S. Georgia Nugent has been
conducting a nationwide search for
the new provost of Kenyon College.
“We are in the process of gathering applications,” said Associate
Professor of Biology Robert Mauck,
who is chairing the Provost Search
Committee.
The group, composed of faculty
members,
staff members, students
and a member
of the Board
of Trustees,
is looking for
applicants
primarily
through two
different
processes,
according to
Mauck. The committee has placed
advertisements for the position in
“The Chronicle of Higher Education,” “Women in Higher Education,” “Hispanic Outlook” and other
academically-themed journals to
“target people who are actively looking around,” Mauck said. A firm called
Academic Search is working on the
second strategy by directly contacting
potential candidates. Tom Courtice
is the Provost Search Committee’s
contact from the organization.
“They are recruiters,” Mauck
said. “They are looking for people
who might fit our needs and recruiting them even though they might not
have been actively looking.”
A provost is “administratively
responsible for all academic departments and programs, while also
serving as a key member of Kenyon’s
senior administrative team,” according to the Kenyon College search
brochure.
So far, 21 applications for the
provost position have been submitted
and the search committee expects a final number between 40 and 60. “Tom
[Courtice], who’s done this before,
feels like we’re right on track [with
those numbers],” Mauck said.
As the applications start to come
in, the search group is examining
them and making some preliminary
decisions about the candidates. In
early January, the pool of candidates
will be lessened to a “more manageable number,” according to Mauck.
“That first evaluation will be based on
their materials that they’ve submitted,” he said, “and we will see which
of those really stand out.”
The search team has established
a set of ideals, available on the Kenyon
College Web site, that they believe
defines the provost. “We’re looking
for how well the applicants match this
profile,” Mauck said, “and we’d like to
see them speak directly to it in their
applications.” Among other qualities
on the list of desired attributes,the
provost must have an ability to “re-

flect a sensitivity to unmet concerns,
lead with an integrative and collaborative approach to administration
and facilitate growth in a climate of
finite resources.”
Professor of English Kim McMullen, chair of the English department, says that the latter attribute is a
very important aspect of the provost’s
job. “I would ask [the candidate for
provost] what strategies they have
for balancing the scarce resources
while maintaining the vitality and
dynamic nature of the
school,” she
said. “ The
provost has
to deal with
the ideas
and changes
in curricula
and all that,
- Robert Mauck but funding
is an issue,”
said McMullen. “The provost, to the best of his or
her abilities, has to help that happen
in the context of scarce resources.”
Mauck also believes that a
tough economic climate could present problems for the new provost.
One of the major questions he or
she will face is, “how are you going to expand or increase academic
excellence with limited resources?”
Mauck said. “That kind of challenge
is going to take creative thinking and
we’re looking for someone who can
do that.”
The best provost candidate will
be able to understand what Kenyon
is, according to Mauck. “Kenyon is
a special place in its sense of community,” he said. “It’s important to
realize that we want someone to
come in who has fresh ideas and creative solutions to whatever problems
we have.”
The top candidates selected
in February will come to campus,
giving members of the College
community a chance to meet them
and ask them questions. Input from
these meetings can be given to the
search committee. Nugent will
make the final decision and the new
provost is expected to take office
July 1, 2009.
“The provost is the head of
the academic side of the College,
so you can think about it like
having Kenyon’s academic reputation in their hands,” Mauck said.
“How do we maintain academic
excellence and increase academic
excellence given the constraints we
have in budget—that’s all up to the
provost.”
“The most important aspect of
the provost’s job is to represent the
academic institution and the faculty,” McMullen said. “I think that
it should be an advocacy position,
a provost should be the advocate
for academic issues and I think that
provosts in the past have been very
good about that and I hope it will
continue.”

... We want someone
to come in who has
fresh ideas and creative
solutions ...

Boulders block illegal parking spaces in the parking lot behind Manning Hall.

spaces now occupied by boulders often
stuck out into the road, leaving little
room for cars to pass each other. When
Students driving back to the combined with the winter weather,
parking lot
the narrower
outside of
road could be
Manning
dangerous.
and Hanna
“There’s
Residence
just no way to
Halls after
get two cars
Thanksgivdown that
ing Break
r o a d w a y ,”
were m e t
Hooper said.
with what
“There’s just
seemed to
- Nick Severyn ‘11 not enoug h
be a reduced
room with the
number of
cars sticking
parking spaces. Over the break, out and with the weather.”
the Office of Campus Safety asked
Students who had grown accusthe Kenyon grounds crew to place tomed to using these spaces as parkboulders in the parking lot to stop ing spots were surprised to see them
students from parking in areas that unavailable after the break.
could create potential hazards.
“I was driving up the road and
“It was becoming a hazard was about to turn into a spot and rehaving cars that far out into the alized there was a boulder,” Christian
road and we had to fix the haz- Hinderer ’10 said.
ard,” Director of Campus Safety
Since students’ cars usually ocBob Hooper said. “Those spots cupied the spots, the grounds crew
where the boulders are were never installed the boulders over the break,
intended to be parking spots when the spots were empty. Students
anyway.”
were not notified of the addition beStudents’ cars parked in the cause the boulders were put in areas
by adam sendor
Staff Writer

It would have been
nice if they had told us
before they put them
there.

Write for the Collegian

e-mail collegian@kenyon.edu
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that were not actually spots.
“These weren’t parking spots being taken away,” Hooper said, “they
were never parking spots to begin
with. We tried to put signs there but
students kept tearing them down. We
tried posts, we tried signs, but they
kept getting removed so we tried these
boulders.”
The new boulders still bothered
students who use the lot.
“It would have been nice if they
had told us before they put them
there,” Nick Severyn ’11 said. “There’s
already no parking back here to begin with, so it just creates more of a
hassle.”
Others thought that there may
have been aternative ways to solve
the problem.
“I think if they had outlined
where the parking spots are, people
would have stayed in them,” Hinderer
said.
Although students have become accustomed to the parking
lot behind Manning and Hanna,
both that parking lot and the lot
outside of Leonard Hall are actually
temporary parking lots that were
built during the construction of
the science buildings, according to
Hooper. “At some point they will
have to go,” he said.
Hooper said the lots will most
likely not be removed this year, but
that there should still be enough
parking on south campus even
without them.
At any rate, students will no
longer be able to park in spaces that
cause their cars to stick out into the
road and have the potential to cause
problems.
“It was just a battle that we
kept fighting,” Hooper said, “and
we came up with this way to try to
fix that.”
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Manager: Winter: Students discuss nightlife, icy roads
R e sn ick
h ire d
From page 1
the castle but realize it was taken
down for safety reasons.”
Erica Judd ‘10 also would
like to see a few changes to the
bookstore. “I want to be able to
get quarters using my K-Card. I
mean, my parents put money in
my account with the intention of
helping me navigate college life.
That includes doing laundry.”
Zack Goldberg ‘12 and Greg
Bunis ‘12 also have ideas on how
the bookstore should change.
“ Thre e th ing s : hot fo o d ,
open 24 hours a day, more books,”
Bunis said.
“I want there to be more Kenyon stuff. There isn’t enough right
now,” Goldberg added. “I want to
be able to furnish my entire house
using solely items with the logo
‘Kenyon’ plastered on it.”
After graduating from Kenyon, Resnick originally planned
on becoming a music teacher. But
he soon realized that career path
was not for him and he began to
pursue his love of literature by
working for a Barnes & Noble
bookstore.
Resnick was employed by the
chain for five years before he said
he “became more interested in the
internal workings of a bookstore
as a business.” He de cide d to
combine his love of books with his
interest in business by enrolling
at the University of Chicago to
pursue his MBA in marketing.
Resnick has a strong vision
for what the Bookstore should
look like in Kenyon’s future. “I
am large, I contain multitudes,”
Resnick quoted from Walt Whitman’s “Song of Myself.” According to Resnick, the Bookstore is
also large, and therefore it should
contain numerous areas to study,
cong reg ate, shop, browse and
eat.
Tammy Gocial, dean of students, is excited about Resnick’s
arrival. “He experienced the bookstore really at its peak . So his
interest in resurrecting that same
energ y, yet at the same time being
very cognizant of what current
students mig ht ne e d is rea lly
important. “
When a ske d to name h is
favorite book, Resnick first responded, “that is like choosing
between my children,” but he
ultimately recommended Anne
Fadiman’s small book of essays,
entitled “Ex Librus: Confessions
of a Common Reader.”
“Fadiman grew up in a family
hyper-involved with words and
language. It is a wonderful read
that I can go back to every six
months and still enjoy. It makes
for an excellent Christmas present,” Resnick said.

Snow blankets Old Kenyon.

From page 1
purchased at the Lowe’s Home Improvement store in Mount. Vernon.
Other ways to alleviate symptoms
of SAD include two activities Kenyon
students do well: exercising and socializing.
“We already know that the brain
releases serotonin in a rhythmic pattern
based on large muscle movement,” Payne
said. “So if you’re working out in a rhythmic pattern, your brain is literally releasing
serotonin at the rate you’re exercising.”
Serotonin is a brain chemical proven
to help regulate against depression, Payne
said. High levels of serotonin allow us to
maintain feelings of contentment and
happiness throughout the dark months
of winter.
Campus Nightlife: Ice Cold?
Along with scary weather and scarier
finals, December brings to campus plenty
of excuses to socialize. Last weekend’s
particularly snowy Saturday night, Dec.
7, offered party options across campus as
Greek organizations Delta Kappa Epsilon, the Archon Society and Psi Upsilon
hosted holiday formal events. But for

wesley keyser

some students, the snow and chilly temperatures limited how far they ventured
from their dorms.
“Nobody wants to walk on Middle
Path,” Peter Nolan ’11 said. Nolan and
his roommate, Jonathan Meyers ’11, said
that the snow kept them from attending
a party at New Apartments on Saturday
because it was too far from their room in
Manning Hall.
“We went to the DKE semiformal
in Old Kenyon, and that was kind of it
because it was too cold to go anywhere
else,” Nolan said.
Though winter weather may limit
their party-hopping, Nolan and Meyers
find other aspects of the season to enjoy,
including pickup games of “snow football”
on McBride field.
“When there’s about three inches,
we’re good to go,” Meyers said.
Another fun activity Meyers mentioned is the spectator sport of watching
people struggle down an ice-covered
Middle Path. “Bikes on Middle Path are
hilarious,” he said.
A Slippery Issue
The freezing over of Kenyon’s central thoroughfare presents a serious safety

issue on campus during the wintertime.
Whether it’s covered in a layer of heavy
snow packed down by students walking
to class or a slick sheet of ice from a frozen
rainstorm, Middle Path in the winter can
be dangerous, agree students and faculty.
“Middle Path is always the winter
luge run,” Dean of Students Tammy
Gocial said. “It’s a Kenyon tradition. I just
walk in the snow on the side, because at
least that way you’re not going to fall on
your tuchus.”
Schermer said that the Health
Center sees a number of injuries related
to students falling down on the ice. “[Students need] good footwear with grips,”
Schermer said. “If you don’t have good
shoes, you’re going down.”
According to an article in the Alumni Bulletin entitled “A Path For All Seasons
(Even February?),” rumors of the administration’s actions to pave Middle Path in
order to make it safer have crisscrossed the
campus since 1970. Middle Path has been
criticized in recent years for being dangerous and inaccessible to students with
physical disabilities. In a Collegian article
earlier this year (“Kenyon aims to make
campus more accessible,” Sept. 25, 2008),
Coordinator of Disabilities Services Erin
Salva said that Middle Path in the winter

Village Record

is “our worst nightmare”—even for ablebodied students. Though the College
has welcomed dialogue about the issue in
safety forums and addressed it in the Collegian, it has taken no action to improve
Middle Path’s accessibility.
This means that students who enjoy
watching others slip and slide their way
to class can look forward to yet another
winter of laughs.
“Watching other people take the
treacherous [Middle] Path might be my
favorite pastime when the ground freezes
over,” Baldwin said.
Fraternity and sorority formals,
holiday parties and dinners at professors’
houses invite students to dress up, go out
and celebrate the end of the semester.
While some students, like Nolan and
Meyers, avoid crossing campus during
extra-slippery nighttime hours, others don’t let a little ice and snow stand
between them and some well-deserved
holiday cheer–even if it means getting
a little creative about transportation to
the party.
“It sucks to walk on Middle Path
in heels,” said Lexie White ’09, who
attended formal parties with friends
on Dec. 7. “Instead, we throw on snow
boots and run.”

November 29, 2008 — December 18, 2008
Nov. 30, 12:36 a.m. — Candle found burning at athletic fields. No one found in the area. Candle extinguished and taken to the Campus Safety Office.
Nov. 30, 5:59 p.m. — Fire alarm at New Apartments due to burnt food. Alarm reset.
Nov. 30, 7:55 p.m. — Candle found burning with lighter fluid nearby on Duff Street near the bike path. Sheriff ’s Office notified.
Dec. 1, 9:27 p.m. — Fire hose near Norton 110 was tampered with. Officers put it back to proper position.
Dec. 3, 1:47 p.m. — Medical call at Peirce Hall regarding AVI employee with cut finger. Person transported by squad to the hospital.
Dec. 3, 7:13 p.m. — Fire alarm at New Apartments due to steam from cooking. Alarm was reset.
Dec. 4, 12:24 p.m. — Reported theft of items from Manning Hall.
Dec. 6, 12:15 a.m. — Medical call at Acland Apartments regarding underage ill/intoxicated student. Student transported by squad to the hospital.
Dec. 6, 1:28 a.m. — Underage consumption of alcohol at McBride Residence. Student transported to the Health Center for treatment by College Physician.
Dec. 6, 1:58 a.m. — Tampering with fire equipment. Pull station pulled at Old Kenyon. No smoke or fire found and alarm was reset.
Dec. 6, 2:01 a.m. — Underage possession of alcohol at McBride Residence. Alcohol disposed of.
Dec. 6, 2:12 a.m. — Medical call regarding ill/intoxicated underage student at McBride Residence. Roommates will watch student.
Dec. 6, 2:35 a.m. — Medical call regarding intoxicated/underage student at Manning Hall with injury to head. College Physician was contacted. Student will be
watched by roommate.
Dec. 6, 4:16 a.m. — Underage consumption/ill student at Old Kenyon. Student will be watched by roommate.
Dec. 6, 10:21 p.m. — Fire alarm at Acland Apartments due to burnt food. Alarm was reset.
Dec. 7, 12:21 a.m. — Ill/intoxicated student at Caples Residence. Student transported to residence and will be watched by roommate.
Dec. 8, 7:51 a.m. — Fire extinguisher discharged at Bushnell Hall.
Dec. 9, 12:06 a.m. — Possession/selling of drugs at New Apartments involving students and non-students.
Dec. 10, 3:23 a.m. — Vandalism to door lock at Hanna Hall.

To report a campus bias incident, please contact a Discrimination Advisor or submit the anonymous form at www.kenyon.edu/equalopportunity.
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Travel, trees and half-naked frisbee
Dear Santa:
games: the holiday season hits Gambier Students’ holiday wishes

kah was really early last year, so there really
wasn’t a way I could be home for it,” said
Laura Miller ’11. “I found other ways to
celebrate on my own; I had a little light-up
At Kenyon, the starkness of Ohio’s
menorah, and my mom sent me presents,”
winter landscape seems to bring out the
she said. “It was just a little upsetting to not
most colorful aspects of students’ personbe with my family on one of my favorite
alities. After the first big snow, students
holidays.”
exiting Olin, Peirce and
ForYukihaMaruyama
Ascension were treated to
’12, who is going home to
the cringe-inducing sight of
Singapore for winter break,
thirty-odd students playing
this may be the last time she
Ultimate Frisbee in their
is able to spend the holidays
underwear. For Charlie Bitwith her family. “I have a
termann ’11, a member of
deal with my parents where
the team, the annual game
[my first year] they will fly
played in boxer shorts “is
me back for the winter and
definitely the highlight of
summer…. After that I’ll
winter,” he said. “Forty-five
have to buy my own tickets.
minutes of pain for a lifeIt is really expensive,” said
time of glory.” While the
Maruyama.
“boxer game” is loved by
Maruyama is originalmany players and onlookly from Japan, where she has
ers alike, Kenyon does also
seen snow before, but her
feature more traditional Santa Claus stands guard outiside of Bexley 103.
current home in Singapore
RICHARD WYLDE
celebrations.
feels like “summer all year
From decorations at the Kenyon Inn
“I also have a Christmas box,” she said. long,” she said. The Gambier winter climate
to the lights on Middle Path, Gambier is “I decorate my room every year, which I has taken some getting used to.
prepared for the holidays. If you happen have done since I was a [first-year]. This
“I have never lived in snow before, so
to be in the area of the Bexley apartments, year I brought some of my own decorations I didn’t know what type of clothing to buy.
you may notice one apartment that shines from home.”
I went on four shopping trips, and brought
a little bit brighter than all the rest. Bexley
So far, the reception of the decora- a friend on the second trip to help me. I feel
103 has an eight-foot tall inflatable Santa tions has been positive. “People seem pretty clueless,” said Maruyama.
Claus on its lawn, in addition to light-up excited about it,” said Ostergaard. “Some
As the first semester draws to a close
candy canes leading up the walkway, a people are surprised that we went to such and schoolwork piles up, the holiday
Christmas tree and icicle lights. And that lengths. We definitely wanted to get the spirit in Gambier provides some sense
is just the outside.
inflatable Santa, and I’m really happy no of calm and comfort. So students, go
“Christmas is a big deal to my family,” one has done anything to it yet.”
take a walk under the lights on Middle
said Emily Ostergaard ’09, who lives in the
For some, however, the decorations Path, set that crackling fireplace as your
apartment with Rebecca Riddell ’09 and can serve as a reminder that their holidays screensaver, and enjoy these next two
Elizabeth Meyers ’09. “[My family and I] must be spent away from home. “Hanuk- weeks.
BY LINDSAY MEANS
AND RICHARD WYLDE
Features Editors

Students

cut down a tree the day after Thanksgiving.
The tree is usually about 12 feet [tall], in
order to fit in the room in my house.”
The roommates spent a combined
$55 in buying decorations from Lowe’s
this year, though Ostergaard went over
the $20-per-roommate budget by buying
icicle lights.

Meredith Ganz ’11

Sabrina Arora ’12
Sally Wilson ’12

Charlie Cromer ’09
I want: “Old video games. Not used, but something like ‘Warcraft 3’ or ‘Diablo 2.’”
I don’t want: “Reminders that I should be saving up to support myself after graduation, which
is what I got this morning from my Mom .”

Justin Greenlee ’09
I want: “The dining hall to have cinnamon pizza
every week.”
I don’t want: “Snow.”

Beth Lowry ’12
I want: “A Moonbounce in the McBride common room.”
I don’t want: “To be rejected by the Kenyon
community for the lame answer I give to this
question.”

Analise Gonzalez ’11
I want: “Texas to win the Fiesta Bowl.”
I don’t want: “My Grandma to give me the
usual gift of random trinkets.”

Anita Hardeman

Visiting Instructor of Music

Lucia Pizzo ’09

I want: “Earmuffs. Mine just broke, and it
will be cold.”
I don’t want:“My mom to buy another matching pair of outfits and demand that we wear
them together.”

Becky Price
AVI Cashier

Fac/Staff
Totals so far:
Students: 43
Faculty: 46.5

Gambier
Grillin’

Vs

In which direction does
one light a menorah?

Left to right.

Left to right.

Right to left.

Right to left.

From left to right.
Candles are added
right to left.

What state banned
Christmas in colonial
times?

Massachussetts.

Virginia.

Pennsylvania.

Utah.

Massachusetts

What holiday decoration
is the most popular
flowering potted plant in
the U.S.?

Poinsettia.

Poinsettia.

Poinsettia.

Poinsettia.

Poinsettia

St. Nicholas is the
patron saint of ____?

Children?

Orphans.

Children.

I have no idea.

Children & Sailors

When is the winter
solstice, or the first day
of winter, in 2008?

January 21.

December 20.

December 22.

December 21.

December 21

Total Correct

Four.

Two.

Two.

Two.
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by Jenna peskin
Guest Columnist
With our country’s economy
in such turmoil, it is no wonder
colleges are looking to cut back
on spending and save some dough.
A CNN.com article pegged the
nation’s bailout at an astounding
$7 trillion: “That’s about $23,000
for ever y American, and more
than half of U.S. annual gross
domestic product” (“Bailouts:
$7 Trillion and Rising,” Nov. 26,
2008). What does this mean for
Kenyon? In a student-info e-mail
from President S. Georgia Nugent
dated Oct. 29, 2008, she addressed
this concern.
“As we experience each day’s
continuing uncertainty in the
global economy, it is important
to understand what this may mean
for our college. First, let me say
that Kenyon’s long history of fiscal discipline is serving us well
at this time. We do not have a
cash-flow problem (as some peer
institutions are experiencing ), and
we will continue to balance our
budget as we have for more than
three decades. […] At Kenyon, we
are not in a crisis mode.”
In exam in ing what other
schools across
the nation are
do ing to save
m o n e y, o n e
method sticks
o ut f r o m th e
rest, not only
for its sheer
simplicity, but also for its environmental impact. In an article from
University Business: Solutions
for Higher Education Management titled “101 Smart Revenue
Generators (and Money-Saving
Ideas), Dec.1, 2006,” number six
on their list states: “Eliminate the
paper trail. Maryville University
in St. Louis saves money (and
trees) by not printing things that
can be as easily referenced online.”
When applying this to Kenyon,
two relevant facts come to mind.
The first is that our Admissions
Office—with just over 4500 appli-

cants last year alone—is the most
likely source for the majority of
Kenyon’s allotted paper-product
funding, as any student employee
working on the garden level of
Ransom Hall folding a seemingly
never-ending stack of departmental letters could surely tell you.
The second is that Kenyon has
a sustainability project, which
strives to achieve an ever-“greener”
campus.
In an interview with Terri Huvler, Kenyon’s admissions information system analyst/application
manager, I gained more knowledge
of just what our Office of Admissions is doing to decrease spending on paper—spe cifica lly on
mailings—as well as to promote
sustainability. According to her,
one of their biggest expenditures
in the past has been the application packet, an eight- to ten-page
booklet of which thousands were
printed. After realizing that a vast
majority of applicants (96 percent)
were applying online, as opposed
to mailing in their application
packets, the Admissions Office decided this year to continue to make
the entire application available online—the packets were eliminated,
saving Kenyon just over $10,000.
In addition to saving on paper by
doing away with the application
packet, Huvler proudly reported
several other environmentally and
fiscally responsible changes that
have been made.
Other ways the Admissions
Office is reducing their paper-usage include e-mails to let applicants know what
the office has yet
to receive from
them and ceasing to print out
and file e-mails
from students.
To avoid sending
unwanted material to prospective
students, the office makes sure
only to send mailings to target
groups—for instance, sending
information on Kenyon’s Philosophy department only to those
students who have expressed specific interest in that area of study.
Most likely, mailings will never
be completely abolished, because,
as Huvler pointed out, “you can’t
rely strictly on e-mail because [students’ e-mail addresses] change,”
and sending mailings ensures that
the parents are involved in the process and learning about Kenyon as

Admissions is ... a
shining example of
Kenyon’s sustainability
program at work

well as their children. Not only
has the Admissions Office made
great strides in trimming down
their use of paper, but the paper
used within the office is always
recycled.
Taking a quick tour of the
g arden le vel of R ansom Ha l l
would certainly be proof enough
for anyone questioning the
amount of p ap er re c ycle d by
Huvler and her co-workers. Under each employee’s desk can be
found a personal recycle bin. For
confidentiality purposes, once a
document regarding a student is
no longer needed, it is shredded
and then also recycled. At the end
of each school year, the large file
cabinets housed within the office
are emptied, the necessary documents shredded and the entire
contents recycled. When asked
what could still be done on the
part of Admissions to save Kenyon
even more money on paper, as well
as to continue keeping our campus
“green,” Huvler said she hopes
that in the future they “won’t
have paper application files at all,
but rather only online application files.” If we could manage to
make the entire process electronic,
which Huvler seems to believe is
possible, just think of how much
money Kenyon could save each
year by not having to print and
file away each piece of a student’s
application. To be fair, however,
she recognizes that this process,
while perhaps financially beneficial in the long-run, would cost
Kenyon a fair amount of money
to initiate. This, she says, wouldn’t
be in keeping with the College’s
priorities: “Kenyon’s main concern is for the students—such as
making sure we’re offering enough
financial aid.”
In the meantime, it is good to
know that Kenyon, while not in
“crisis mode,” is still taking precautionary measures with regard
to saving money and preserving
the environment at the same time.
Perhaps one day—hopefully in
the not-so -distant-future—the
Kenyon Admissions Office will
have sufficient funds to go entirely to online reading. But for
now, I think we can all feel a
sense of pride that not only is
Admissions saving our school a
few extra pennies here and there,
but it is also a shining example of
Kenyon’s sustainability program
at work.

Corrections

In “LBIS test-runs internet access program for three dorms” (Nov. 20, 2008), we subtitled the article “BlueSocket to increase bandwidth.”
According to LBIS Interim Vice President Ron Griggs, “This change should have no impact on the total bandwidth for residence halls.”
In “Cemetery Preserves Kenyon Memories” (Nov. 20, 2008), we said that Bruce Haywood was one of many Kenyon figures who can be
found in the Kenyon Cemetery. His name is inscribed on a headstone, but he is not currently interred there.
The Collegian apologizes to Mr. Haywood, and apologizes for any inconveniences these errors might have caused.

Parking
handled
poorly
Student drivers were dismayed
when they returned from Thanksgiving Break to find that giant rocks had
replaced their coveted parking spaces
in close proximity to Manning, Old
Kenyon and Hanna Residence Halls.
According to Director of
Campus Safety Bob Hooper,
cars parked in those spaces
were hazardous to drivers. To
our knowledge, based on the
Village Record, no accidents
have occurred in that area
this year.
We do know, however,
that the space can become
quite narrow when cars attempt to squeeze into those
spaces, which are shortened by
the rising hill up to Manning.
We also appreciate that the College is
looking out for the safety of those students and staff members who frequently
drive on the narrow road back to the
parking lot, but we at the Collegian feel
that the judgment to quite physically
make these parking spaces off-limits
was decided and acted upon behind
closed doors.
Hooper states in “Campus safety
installs boulders to limit illegal parking
in Manning lot” (Dec. 11, 2008) that
the parking spaces behind Manning and
Leonard Residence Hall were intended
to be temporary and only constructed
to alleviate the parking crunch while
the science quad was completed. Those
lots, however, have been present since
the Class of 2009 visited Kenyon as
prospective students. The lots are as
much a part of the campus as anything
else is.
Furthermore, at the time of application for parking spots, students
interested in south campus parking
spots were told that the lots behind
Leonard and Manning, along with the
south campus parking lot, would be
available to them. The students who
paid for spots that they thought would
be made available to them should have
been consulted before the decision
was made to eliminate the dangerous
spots—or at least before they returned
to campus and attempted to park in the
eliminated spots.
Hooper said that students weren’t
notified about the spots being obstructed because the blocked spots were not
legal spots at all, but this explanation is
wholly insufficient. The Office of Campus Safety was aware that students were
parking there, which is why they made
the decision to put the boulders in the
lot. Hooper said Safety tused signs and
posts to make it known that the spots
weren’t available, but these markers were
pulled down, presumably by students.
It’s possible that south-parking students
may not have seen the signs posted and,
because ticketing was not enforced,
many of them were surprised to hear
of this rule. A student-info e-mail
about the decision would have been the
most appropriate thing to do, given the
circumstances.

staff editorial
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Students must unite to tame hunger beast:
Gambier needs a late night food option

BY TOM GEIGER
Guest Columnist
Over Thanksgiving Break I
decided to attend a classy pub in
my hometown of Geneseo, New
York. While enjoying some fine
conversation with the locals, I
decided to partake in a friendly
game of “drink the beer.” Ten
drinks later, I realized I was slightly inebriated and determined that
eating a large quantity of greasy
food would ultimately be the
most logical decision for me. I
was hungry—hungrier than the
proverbial hippo, and hippos apparently love McDonald’s. So my
destination was set, except I did
not have a ride. This meant that I
was going to have to make a twomile expedition to McDonald’s on
foot. Just as I decided to journey
toward the golden arches, I realized that I had been standing in
front of a restaurant the entire
time, so I settled for whatever
was inside.
This particular restaurant
was called Mama Mia’s. The employees there were friendly college

students who welcomed people
of all degrees of sobriety, be they
blacked out or designated drivers,
and their pizza and wings were
glorious. But most importantly,
they were open until 3:00 a.m. on
weekends.
Unfortunately, Gambier has
not yet been blessed with a Mama
Mia’s. Instead, every Sunday morning at 1:59 am, hundreds of Kenyonites are faced with a difficult
decision. They have 60 seconds
to decide whether or not they’re
hungry enough to order from Papa
John’s. Sometimes they’re not
hungry enough to sacrifice eight
dollars on it, but more often than
not they’re willing to make the
investment. Unfortunately, Papa
John often decides that he’s shutting down a couple minutes early
and, consequently, these students
are left a sad and pizza-less mess.
Having a local 10:00 p.m. to
2:00 a.m. restaurant is clutch in
dire situations like these. Campus
parties usually run from 10:00
p.m. until 2:00 a.m., meaning that
if you stay until they’re over, you’re
screwed. Of course, if you’re a
rationally thinking human being,
you could call ahead of time, but I
just find the idea of methodically
planning the end of your night
around a pizza to be somewhat
ridiculous. Denison has a Pizza
Hut/Taco Bell that is open until
3:00 a.m. But even if this isn’t
probable, I don’t understand why

there aren’t any Mama Mia’s-type
restaurants around here. Mia’s is
a small business that makes a ton
of dough (who likes puns?!). You
don’t have to be 21 to eat there,
so that’s sweet for 75 percent of
the campus, and, after 1:00 a.m.
or so at Kenyon, there’s really
no place to just chill and eat on
campus. What about a student
union? That might be cool. Or
else we will have to just keep sitting around, moping and writing
opinion articles about being sad,
bored and hungry.
Of course, there are some
ways that you can remedy your
dejection. For example, you can
drink more and forget that you
wanted to order a pizza to begin
with. Based on personal experience, however, this is not a recommended solution. Your next option
is to raid your fridge in search of
leftovers. If there is nothing to eat
there, you can try a friend’s fridge
if he or she is already asleep. But,
aside from the fact that it’s not
very nice to steal from friends, it’s
also pretty disgusting when you
think about it. Eating a reheated
burrito from Fiesta is questionable
as it is, and when you consider the
half-eaten-by-someone-who-isn’tyou factor, it starts to get awfully
shady. Your best bet is to try to
find a friend who is both sober
and enthusiastic enough to drive
you to McDonald’s, though this is
much easier said than done.

What really g ets to me is
that I know there are countless
overachievers at this school who
aren’t out on Saturdays . You
people who choose to spend your
Saturday nights
catching up on
w o r k o r e ven
g etting a head
on your readings—you silly,
ambitious jerks.
Sure I admire
your dedication, but more
than that, I admire your ability to operate a
motor vehicle.
Yo u g u y s a r e
probably hungry too, so if you
give me a ride to Mount Vernon
I’ll even treat you to a McMuffin.
Everyone’s a winner.
Perhaps what we really need
to do is have a student conference
about this. I’m pretty sure we’d
all be on the same page; it’s just
a matter of problem recognition
and teamwork. Until we all unify
and defend ourselves from the
late night hunger beast, we are
forced to deal with the repercussions of hungry, desperate college
students scrambling around cam-

pus looking for food. People get
uncontrollably hungry and start
eating things. What happens next?
There’s an angry all-student email
sent out entitled “ Who ate my
lobster bisque?”
T h e n t h e r e ’s
an a l l-stu war
about whether
th e g uy wh o’s
rich enough to
buy the lobster
bisque belongs
at Kenyon,
and eventually someone is
scolded for calling the guy who
ate the lobster
bisque fat.
My point is that this can all be
avoided. For example, why don’t
we eliminate all-stus and start
all-foods? Or how about the fact
that we go to Kenyon at a time
when just about anybody can start
a club about whatever he or she
wants (look for my Ultimate Hot
Dog Eating Club this spring )?
Isn’t it time somebody steps up to
the plate and starts a Late Night
Concession Stand Club? Or at the
very least, a Drunk Munchie Shuttle
Club? At worst, you could probably
get a New Apartment out of it.

Every Sunday morning at 1:59 a.m., hundreds of Kenyonites
... have 60 seconds to
decide whether or not
they’re hungry enough
to order from Papa
John’s

Pistachios

by Alex Murphy

A letter from the WFAC
To the President, the Dean of
Students, and all of Kenyon:
The Women’s Faculty and
Administrative Caucus (Women
for Action Committee) is an ad
hoc voluntar y committee with
the b est interests of Kenyon
communities at its heart issuing
statements for consideration when
critical or difficult issues arise
in the Kenyon
community.
Many of
us have b e en
concerned and
dismayed by
the personal
attacks against
Rita Seabrook
in response to
her opinion piece [“Rape : fraternities at fault”] in the Nov. 6,
2008 edition of the Collegian.
While the Collegian’s title was inflammatory, we believe the article
itself was a good-faith effort by
Rita to open a dialogue about an
issue she believes impacts the community environment at Kenyon.
The public forum held Tuesday
evening , Nov. 18, showed that
many students, faculty and staff
are concerned about these issues

and interested in further conversation. Unfortunately, no follow-up
meetings were scheduled and no
structure for continuing the conversation was created. We would
like to see the President appoint an
independent task force, made up
of representatives from all campus
constituencies (fraternities, sororities, independents, Kenyon
Me n , Cr o z i e r
Women’s Center, Women and
Gender Studies,
the Student Activities Center,
Sexual Misconduct Task Force,
athletics, etc.).
This task force
should be charged with moving
discussions forward to create a
climate of respect at Kenyon and
to create and oversee implementation of an action plan to make Kenyon a better place for all students
and residents.
Al ice Wa l ker, in an op en
letter to President-elect Barack
Obama , said, “ We must learn
[...] not to have enemies, but
only confused adversaries who
are ourselves in disguise.” Those

This is a time
when we must all
have respect and
tolerance for each
other

of us at Kenyon should strive for
the same, not to be enemies, but
rather to recognize the human
to be respected in each of us. To
that end, we can lay the threatening phrase, “rape culture,” aside
and talk instead about creating a
culture of respect. The Sisters of
Epsilon Delta Mu stated in their
Letter to the Editor: “The EDM’s
encourage discourse” posted Nov.
20, that “We will work, together
with other members of the Greek
community and the campus at
large, toward finding solution to
this problem and making women
feel safer on this campus.” We
encoura g e others to take this
pledge as well and we encourage
the administration to address the
pain and fear that this episode
has caused the campus as they did
when threats of violence towards
homosexuals appeared and when
sculptures made by art students
were destroyed. This is a time
when we must all have respect
and tolerance for each other to
hear differing points of view and
experiences and seek common
solutions.
Sincerely,
The Women’s Faculty and
Administrative Caucus

Write for the Collegian
e-mail
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The career of NFL player Plaxico Burress:
A metaphor for life during and after Kenyon

BY EMMA STENDIG
Staff Writer
Recently, my life seems to
have taken a turn for the worse.
Two devastating and life-altering
thing s happened to me. First,
Plaxico Burress shot himself in
the thigh. And then, I realized,
I am going to have to get a job.
While still reeling from the pain
of finding out that my favorite
NFL wide receiver shot himself,
I also g ot a letter in the mail
informing me that I had been
turned down by yet another job
I had applied for. Can life get
any worse? Well, it did, when I
couldn’t find out if Plaxico had
shot himself in the leg with the
hamstring injur y, or the other
leg. I just didn’t know, and this
moment of uncertainty was crippling. Then, to top it off, my dad
asked me what the envelope in my
hand was and I had to tell him yet
again that, nope, I still don’t have
a job. This is when it hit me—life
after Kenyon and post-graduate
pursu its are just l ike Pla xico
Burress, the NFL, the NBA and
college football. It was at this
moment that I realized I’m never
going to get a job—I’m not going
to know what I want to do with
my life until well after someone
blows up the BCS computer, and
my only solution to what I should
do with my life is simple : the
Plaxico Burress Shoot Yourself
in the Thig h
strateg y.
I was first
introduce d to
Pl a x i c o w h en
he did an MTV
True Life episo de in 2001,
“ Tr u e L i f e :
I ’m a n N F L
Rookie.” Plax
was fresh out of
Michigan State
and drafted by the Pittsburgh
Steelers. I must admit that Plax
didn’t particularly intrigue me as
much as I just enjoyed watching
MT V. I had not yet unearthed
the love de ep down inside of
me for professiona l fo otba l l .
But I watched the episode and
found it entertaining. Plax was
an endearing , wide-eyed, curious and cocky rookie. There was
something loveable about how he
knew nothing about the world of
professional sports, and I could
relate because I knew nothing

about them either. The episode
ende d and I thoug ht nothing
of it. Suddenly, it’s 2005 and
Plax has joined the New York
Giants—my New York Giants. I
was leaving for college and Plax
was starting his own career with
the G-men. It wasn’t long before
my brother reminded me of the
sad, dismal day with the Steelers
when, elated after making a terrific catch, Plax spiked the football
with enthusiasm. Unfortunately,
he had not been tackled—not
by N FL r ules ; he thoug ht he
had, though, because his knee
touched the ground, which was
the standing college rule. The
opposing team picked up the ball
and returned it for a touchdown.
This was and still is a giant moment of shame for Plaxico. After
I found this out, I was ashamed
that another joke was joining the
Giants—Kerry Collins’ drinking
problem and Jeremy Shockey’s
blatant homophobia were enough
for me. I continued to watch the
Giants have one disappointing
season after another.
Eventually 2007-2008 rolled
around and it was rocky. I was
abroad first semester and could
o n l y h e a r mum b l i n g s o f Os i
Um eny i ora’s s i x s a c k s in on e
game at the computer lab in Barcelona. I returned home ready
for another dismal season’s end,
but alas, the G-men showed up.
Suddenly, the Giants were in the
Superbowl against the undefeated
Patriots and ever yone believed
Tom Brady and his dimples were
g oing to finish the Giants off
for a perfect season. Although I
never said anything , I always had
faith. As Plaxico Burress caught
the winning touchdown of the
2008 Superbowl, tears streamed
down my face.
They had done
it—the impossible.
Now the
New York Giants were world
champions and
Plaxico Burress
was the newest
NFL superstar.
But, this can’t
last for long—
what NFL stud can be in the
spotlight without endangering
the lives of pit bulls or finally
scratching that itch for some
HGH? Plax first missed an important team meeting without
calling in advance. I believe he
was taking his son to school and
simply forgot that phone call but
this tender familial moment was
turned into an ESPN scandal.
Plax was fined nearly $45,000 and
suspended for two weeks. This
was that first sign of trouble. I
didn’t want to think anything

Figuring out postgraduate plans is
terrifying, and so is
being tackled by a
6’6’’ 310-lb. man

ELLIE JABBOUR

of it and still wore number 17
with pride ever y Monday after
another Giant win. Still, I could
see that Plax was off his game.
He wasn’t catching all the passes
anymore, his yards per game were
decreasing , the Burress-Manning
dynamic seemed to be faltering
and players like Domenik Hixon,
Kevin Boss and Amani Toomer
were stepping up their g ame.
These quiet games for Plax were
like the calm before the storm.
Now Plax sits on criminal charges, a season-ending suspension,
and possible jail time.
This is what my life feels like.
I came to Kenyon curious and
eager, and just wanted to succeed.
So many first-year missteps can
be likened to Plax’s knee-down
moment. But you know, sooner or
later you understand how things
work at Kenyon—you find your
group of friends, where you fit
in and everything starts to make
sense, just like Plaxico’s move
to the Giants. All those years
that they were doing awfully, he
was building up his game. All
those years that Peirce was under construction and there was a
Gocial reign of terror, I was just
honing my skills, learning how
best to perform on the team I
had joined—the Kenyon Team.
Finally, it’s junior year and abroad
time—the world opens its arms
to you and there is nothing but
happy times and success. You
know how to write papers, how
to study, when to pull all-nighters and when not to. You have a
New York Giants ’07-’08 season
if you will, and at the end, you
win the Super Bowl—you become

a senior.
Suddenly, it’s not fun and
games anymore. I look around,
and my brother has gotten into
law school, my peers are getting
jobs, internships, making travel
plans, laying down the building blocks for their lives after
Kenyon. They are all succeeding —the Eli Manning s of the
world. And here I am, putting in
the same effort but not getting
anywhere. I am Plaxico Burress.
Every morning I wake up terrified because my dad has g one
on a post-graduate plan tirade,
flooding my inbox with forwards
from the Career Development
Center, job opportunities and
graduate school deadlines. My
post-grad plans are stalking me. I
feel like the Lakers’ Luke Walton.
And ever yone knows he had a
hard time performing well while
he was being stalked. How am I
supposed to remain calm and get
a job with ever yday reminders
of my unemployment ? What is
worse, I am also coming to terms
with the fact that Kenyon won’t
miss me when I’m gone. I’m sure
the majority of Collegian readers
will scream in relief. But this is
terrible—I am leaving Kenyon
behind ; Kenyon is not leaving
me behind. Suddenly I am Michael Vick and while the Falcons
are supposed to be floundering ,
Vanilla Vick has won eight. They
don’t miss Mike at all. And Kenyon won’t miss me.
And where does all this leave
me? I am Plax and I just walked
into a club in sweatpants, and
my Glock is sliding down my leg.
Except in reality, first semester

is ending and I barely have a resume capable of claiming a job at
Wal-Mart. What am I supposed
to do? If I tr y to stop the gun
from sliding—try to revamp my
resume, give it all I have—I am
going to shoot myself in the leg ,
and not only because the safety
isn’t on, but because the economy
is awful and no one wants to hire
a Religious Studies major fresh
out of Gambier, Ohio. I’m sure
it all comes down to what I really want to do. But I don’t know
what I want to do. And I’m sure
Plax wasn’t really sure what he
wanted to do with his gun that
night. Part of me wants to go for
some type of play action pass,
fake the handoff of the normal
career path, become a paralegal
and then a lawyer but then just
throw that long ball, hop a plane
to Thailand, teach inner city kids,
something crazy. Unfortunately
for me, I know if I were ever to
tr y it, my dad would intercept
that ball in a heartbeat, but we
can all dream of the perfect Hail
Mary.
Figuring out post-graduate
plans is terrifying , and so is being
tackled by a 6’6” 310-lb. man. I
don’t know what I am going to
do. And as every day passes, I am
more and more at a loss for what
to do with my life after Kenyon.
But sooner or later, I am going to
have to make a decision. Someone
is going to throw me the ball and
I am going to have to figure out
what to do with it. But thinking
about making decisions is just
too disheartening right now. So
instead, I’ll just go shoot myself
in the thigh.
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Fall Dance Concert to feature wide range of styles
By matt crowley
Staff Writer
The Fa ll Dance Concer t,
which opens this Thursday, Dec.
11, is a showcase of eight independent dance pieces featuring
the work of students, faculty and
guest artists.
“It’s a lot to take in, watching
eight distinct pieces back-to-back,”
said Colleen McLellan ’09, one of
the show’s choreographers. “Be
ready for sensory overload.”
McLellan added that this production is an especially wide-ranging one for the College. “There’s a
lot more variety, between different
choreographers and even dancers,
than I’ve ever seen in a Kenyon
concert.”
Stacy Smith ’09, who will be
showcasing her senior project,
agreed.
“I was very shocked to see a
wider range of diversity in the pieces,” Smith said. “Though the pieces
are mainly ballet and modern, I really think we see a different type of
modern and ballet this year.”
Smith is enthusiastic about the
upcoming performances and has
enjoyed seeing the show evolve.
“I’ve really enjoyed the creative process as well as watching
students and professors come
together to help each other out,”

Dancers rehearse for Colleen McLellan’s piece in the Fall Dance Concert.

Smith said. “I love the fact that
professors are also willing to accept
feedback from students.”
One such professor is Associate Professor of Dance Balinda
Craig-Quijada, who serves as codirector for the show along with
Visiting Assistant Professor of
Dance Kora Radella. Craig-Quijada shares Smith’s enthusiasm.
“It is always surprising to see
how far the dances come in the
final dress-rehearsal week when the
dancing comes together with the

lighting and costumes,” she said.
“I enjoy watching the choreography evolve as the student dancers
continue to take ownership of their
performance choices.”
Thoug h those involved in
the show seem uniformly excited
about it, there have been snags
along the way. Smith spoke about
the difficulties she faced as a choreographer.
“I found it hard to step back
from my piece and accept feedback
from others at times. Sometimes

allie wigley

you have to compromise but still
stay true to your vision, which can
be a struggle. Dancers also have a
wide range of technical ability. As
a result, you have to create works
that everyone can perform in that
will allow each dancer to shine.
Whenever you put your work out
there for people to see, you have to
be aware that some people will like
your work while others will not.”
Choreographing is made still
more challenging for this pro duction due to the limits of the

space.
“I really liked … seeing dance
crammed into the tiny Hill Theater,” said McLellan. “It makes
expansive movement a real sleight
of hand.”
Despite a few hitches, though,
the show is ready to go, and those
involved are confident that the
production will appeal to a variety
of people—not just dance aficionados.
“I think the concert this year
will certainly appeal to a wide audience,” said Craig-Quijada. “We
have a varied evening of dances:
from light-hearted, playful dances
to contemporary ballet to expressive narrative group work.”
McLellan agreed, saying that
the key to enjoying the show is just
giving it a fair chance.
“Have an open mind,” McLellan said. “It seems to me that
Kenyon students go nuts about
everything from Gustav Klimt to
Adult Swim to Sigur Ros, then put
on the mental brakes about dance.
What was that thing about open
minds opening doors?”
The Fall Dance Concert will
be performed at 8:00 p.m. on
Thursday, Dec. 11, Friday, Dec. 12
and Saturday, Dec. 13 in the Hill
Theater. Tickets are $1 and can be
purchased by contacting the Box
Office.

Ruopp and Hepp stage senior thesis readings
By jonathan meyers
Staff Writer
On Friday, De c. 5, Caleb
Ruopp ’09 and Brian Hepp ’09
presented staged readings of their
senior thesis plays in the Black
Box Theater. Ruopp’s “Ask Adam”
and Hepp’s “My Summer, My
War” are reviewed below.

“Ask Adam”
Romantic comedies can
sometimes be difficult to distinguish from one another, but
Caleb Ruopp’s ’09 senior thesis
play “Ask Adam” brings a fun and
novel twist to the enduring genre.
Ruopp presented a reading of his
work this past Friday in the Black
Box Theater and laughter filled
the space as a result.
Set at a college radio station,
the play is set in the studio of
Adam’s ( Joe Lerangis ’12) radio
show during which he dispenses
relationship advice in between
playing a variety of music. Several
callers, played by Nick Lerangis
’09, who also read stage directions,
seek out Adam’s advice about their
present entang lements. Adam
instructs one of the male callers
to take his girlfriend out to dinner on their anniversary, but we
learn that while Adam can dole
out instructions to his listeners, he
does not take much of it to heart
himself. It is revealed that at that

very moment he is supposed to
be out with his own girlfriend on
their special night, but Adam is at
his radio show instead. Minutes
into the program, his girlfriend
Julia (Cory Anderson ’09) calls
and breaks up with him on the
air. Adam immediately tries to
create a scheme to win back his
beloved companion and enlists the
aid of his roommate Ron (Kevin
Holloway ’11) and Ron’s sister
Cassie (Carling FitzSimmons ’11).
Adam’s attempts to make Julia
jealous ultimately succeed and the
classic campus love story reaches a
fitting conclusion.
Ruopp uses the setting of a
radio station to enable the audience to learn about Adam and love
in general, all while maintaining
a lig ht-hear te d approach . He
also employs the device of music,
which is incorporated both in the
radio show and the play itself. The
music played by the character of
Adam either fits or is appropriately ironic for the circumstances
at the time that it is playing. The
music also ties into the character
of Adam and reveals his sardonic
wit. At the end of playing the song
“ That’s How You Know” from
the movie “Enchanted,” Adam informs the audience to “Remember,
guys, if a girl convinces the whole
of Central Park to join her in a
musical number, she just might
like you.” By utilizing pop-culture

references and creating a world
that is recognizable, Ruopp has
produced a comedy that can be
easily enjoyed by all.

“My Summer, My War”
Courag e, love, family and
friendship are just a few of the issues
examined in Brian Hepp’s senior
thesis play “My Summer, My War,”
which had a very well-received
reading this past Friday in the Black
Box Theater.
Inspired by a true story, the
play follows recent West Point
graduate Kevin Alsfelder (Ned
Daunis ’11) who has returned home
to Fair Harbor to be honored by
his community shortly before he
deploys on his first tour of duty
in Iraq. He meets up with his
longtime friend Colin (Kyle Toot
’10) and discloses his reluctance
to fight overseas. He also reveals
his plan to steal his father’s boat
and disappear before his scheduled
deployment and invites Colin to
join him. Kevin’s interactions with
his mother (Rebecca Warren ’09)
and brother Jordy (Wesley Keyser
’11) provide the audience with a
window into his personality and
considerable character. Kevin’s
grandfather (Matt Sargent ’10) and
father (Tim Hirsch ’09) are both
veterans of the service, and it is
revealed that Kevin’s father forced
him to enter West Point in the first

place. Kevin’s girlfriend Ginny (Liz
West ’10) tries to convince Kevin
not to follow through with his plans
to run away. But Kevin’s incredible
frustration with being roped into
service becomes apparent and his
choice to leave is unwavering. He
asks her “What’s the purpose of
talking about five years from now
when there isn’t going to be five
years from now? I could shoot better than anyone in my class. But I
can’t shoot a human being.” Things
come to a head when Kevin is about
to take off on his father’s boat in the
middle of a hurricane and his dad
comes to confront him. A showdown ensues with Kevin holding a
gun on his father, whose true loyalty

and compassion towards his son
become evident.
Daunis’ excellent work ensured
even further that the audience
would be rooting for Kevin and
hoping for a positive resolution.
Toot made some strong choices
which connected with the audience
and made the character of Colin
into one of the most interesting in
the piece.
Hepp tells a very convincing
story with an exceptionally sympathetic protagonist and a unique set
of circumstances. It was evident that
this play was a labor of love and had
a powerful message attached that is
not only worthy of reading, but also
of great respect.
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Who’s Bad promises to be a ‘thriller’: Michael
Jackson cover band to play Winter Concert
By bob dorff
Staff Writer

Most bands would avoid using
the word “bad” when naming their
group, but for Chapel Hill, N.C.’s
Who’s Bad, it’s just part of the
persona. As “the ultimate Michael
Jackson tribute band,” the group
takes its name from a line from
the title track on Jackson’s charttopping 1987 album “Bad.” Consisting of six musicians, the group
attempts to recreate the famed
energy and intensity of Jackson’s
shows during his peak in the ’80s.

Of course, a name like Who’s Bad
invites criticism, and when the
group plays at Kenyon’s Winter
Concert Friday, Dec. 12, students
can decide for themselves just how
“bad” the group really is.
The rest of the world has
already decided that the group
lives up to their promise of being
the “ultimate” Jackson tribute.
Independent Weekly says, “Who’s
Bad is the ultimate party waiting
to happen. And face it—this may
be as close as you get to the King
of Pop live.” From watching their
videos on YouTube, it looks like

this assessment is correct. The
band is amazingly tight, their arrangements are spot on, and they
are instrumentally sound.
Of course, a band hoping to
approach the stratospheric heights
set by Jackson’s actual live show
requires a stellar vocalist, and
Who’s Bad does not disappoint
When not playing with Who’s
Bad, singer Joseph Bell is an R&B
and soul singer who performs under the name JoBel, and over the
years he has performed jingles for
television and radio. While he has
dabbled in other areas, one listen

to a Who’s Bad recording reveals
Bell’s true calling. He is an expert
at replicating Jackson’s voice, right
down to the strange yelps and tics
that became the King of Pop’s
trademark.
Even Bell’s appearance would
be convincing if Jackson had
avoided plastic surgery and, when
onstage in some of Jackson’s most
memorable outfits, his voice is
impressive enough to make you
question whether or not the real
Jackson is making a special appearance. Bell’s range is even more
impressive, and the groups set

includes songs from the Jackson
5 as well as Jackson’s peak as the
King of Pop.
Between opening band Detroit Groove and Who’s Bad, there
will be a “Look Like Mike” Jackson
look-alike contest in which prizes
will be awarded to the top three
costumes.
Who’s Bad promises to provide
a fitting retrospective of Jackson’s
stunning career. The show begins
at 9:00 p.m. in Peirce Hall with
the Detroit Groove, and should
provide a resounding answer to the
question, “Who’s Bad?”

Gittin impresses with self-written senior thesis
“The Most Exciting Two Minutes” reviewed
By ben mcmillan
Staff Writer

When I was initially told
that Taylor Gittin ’09 had written
his own senior thesis, “The Most
Exciting Two Minutes,” I had
some reser vations about seeing
the play. A student-written play
sounded laborious and potentially
over-thought. After hearing that
it was a staged reading , rather
than an actual production, I was
even more apprehensive. A play
without a specific set, blocking,
lighting or anything else seemed
doomed to failure before it was
even put on. Almost immediately
after the start of the play, however,
I was happily surprised. Not only
was it an interesting story, but it
was also well-written and flowed
very well.
The play centers on a restaurant owner, Frank, his daughter,
Elizabeth, and two of his employees, Richard and Noah. Frank has
owned the restaurant for a good

deal of time and is coping with
his wife’s death and his recently
failed relationship with his house
manager. His somewhat estranged
daughter has come back for a couple of weeks to help out around the
restaurant and Noah is vying for
the position Frank’s ex-girlfriend
left open. Meanwhile, Richard provides comic relief as the dimwitted
waiter hired by Frank on Noah’s
recommendation.
The physical setup of the play
was entirely new to me. The four
actors, Griffin Horn ’09 as Richard, Kate Ross ’09 as Elizabeth,
Will Cirocco ’09 as Frank and
Adam Latek ’09 as Noah stood at
podiums and read from the script.
Ken Worrall ’09 sat to the side,
reading selected stage notes from
the script. Although initially offputting, the format provided for
an interesting experience. Rather
than seeing specific stage props,
the audience was able to fill it in
themselves, in much the same way
that they were required to fill in

blocking and several interactions
between the characters.
The actors themselves were
also very effective. Restricted to
only reading, it was no small task for
them to portray believable characters. In a strange way, the lack of an
actual production helped to highlight each performer’s strengths and
acting ability. Not only were the
actors well-cast but their characters
were believable. The flow between
them seemed real and not stretched.
The development was done very
well. Clocking in at just under two
hours, the play let the characters
adequately tell their stories.
While the play was well-written, certain references to specific
aspects of the restaurant industry
were occasionally unclear, although
in the long run this did not hamper
the effectiveness of the play.
Overall, due to Gittin’s wellexecuted writing and the actors’
exemplar y performances, “ The
Most Exciting Two Minutes” was a
great success.

A conversation with Taylor Gittin

After watching “The Most Exciting Two Minutes,” I was eager to talk
to the writer, Taylor Gittin, a political
science and drama double-major. I had
never seen a staged reading before, and
I was very impressed by his abilities as
a writer.
Gittin fell in love with playwriting his sophomore year and knew that
he wanted to write a play for his senior
thesis instead of acting or directing.
After the decision was made to write,
Gittin, along with two other seniors,
Caleb Ruopp ’09 and Brian Hepp ’09,
was told that his play would be a staged
reading by the drama department. The
staged reading was helpful to Gittin’s
overall goal.
“I really wanted the play to speak
for itself,” said Gittin. Ironically, Gittin
decided to major in drama almost by
default. Having completed most of the
requirements, Gittin decided to take the
few extra classes and complete his senior
thesis to receive the added major. “The
extent to which I’ll probably end up using my drama major is directing a high
school play or two,” said Gittin.

Gittin repeatedly sang the praises
of his actors, who had only read the play
twice before the performance. “The
actors made the project,” said Gittin.
“Everyone was really busy and it was so
great that they were able to work around
their schedules to help me with my
production,” Gittin continued.
Drawing on personal experience
in the restaurant industry, Gittin based
most of his characters off of people
he knows in real life. “It was interesting to see what each actor brought to
characters I thought I already knew,”
Gittin said.
Despite his long history with a local Italian fine dining restaurant in Long
Island, New York, Gittin wants to teach
after graduation. “I’ve applied to a few
grad schools and Teach for America.”
Always a writer, Gittin was quick
to add that there were already things
he was thinking about changing, and
that the play would probably be slightly
different by the coming weekend. “The
ending you saw tonight was not the
ending that was written last night,”
joked Gittin.

This Week in A & E
Thursday, Dec. 11

Friday, Dec. 12

Saturday, Dec. 13

Sunday, Dec. 14

Monday, Dec. 15

Fall Dance Concert
8:00 p.m., Hill Theater

Fall Dance Concert
8:00 p.m., Hill Theater

Kenyon College
Gamelan Ensemble
(Concert)
1:00 p.m., Brandi
Recital Hall in Storer
Hall

Kenyon College
Saxophone Ensemble
(Concert)
2:00 p.m., Brandi
Recital Hall in Storer
Hall

Installation Art Class
Exhibition Opening
6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.,
The Gazebo at the
corner of Route 308 and
Woodside Drive

“No Exit” by
“Macbeth” by William
Jean-Paul Sartre
Shakespeare
8:00 p.m., Horn Gallery 8:00 p.m., Black Box
Theater
Winter Concert
Featuring Who’s Bad
9:00 p.m., Peirce Hall

Fall Dance Concert
8:00 p.m., Hill Theater
“Macbeth” by William
Shakespeare
8:00 p.m., Black Box
Theater

Kenyon College Harp
Ensemble (Concert)
4:00 p.m., Brandi
Recital Hall in Storer
Hall
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“Macbeth” to bring the Bard to the Black Box
By Matt Crowley
Staff Writer
Coming to the Black Box
Theater this weekend is William
Shakespeare’s tragedy “Macbeth.”
The show, a production by the
Gambier Repertory Ensemble Actors Theater (GREAT), is an ambitious staging of one of Shakespeare’s
greatest plays. The production has
been challenging from the get-go
and has become something of a
labor of love for those involved.
“I’ve read ‘Macbeth’ a number
of times, and I’ve loved it all along,”
said Ken Worrall ’09, the show’s
director. “I’ve wanted to try directing it for a long time. The thinking
has been two years in the works.”
With his vision finally coming to
fruition, Worrall expressed the
joys and the lessons of the process.
“I’ve gotten so much more out of
the text [through working on the
show] … the only way to learn
about Shakespeare is to act Shakespeare, to work on Shakespeare.
There’s such depth to every aspect
of the play.”
The director for any show as
ubiquitous as “Macbeth” faces the
challenge of giving the audience
something it has not seen a thousand times before. Worrall said that
their production has tried to find
ways to set them apart. “We’ve been
playing with the unknown and

The cast of “Macbeth” rehearses for the upcoming production in the Black Box Theater.

clint monteith

mystery,” he said. “For example,
you never see the witches in the
play. They’re shadows—you’re not
quite comfortable seeing them.
We’ve also explored the idea of fate
versus free will, whether Macbeth
is free to choose his own fate, or if
it has been chosen for him.”
“Macbeth,” however, has had
its fair share of challenges, said
Worrall. “This is the most ambitious non-KCDC show I’ve ever
seen or heard of at Kenyon. We
have 80 lighting cues in ‘Macbeth,’
more than most Hill shows.” Wor-

rall said, “I kind of bit off more Carlowitz took on the role of Mactha n I c o u l d
beth, despite
chew. But lucka mu ltitude
ily, I have a cast
of other comof people to
mitments,
help me chew
because of
it. Some peo h is love for
ple have really
the part. “I’ve
stepped up.”
had such an
Among
appetite for
those who have
theater,” said
- Ken Worrall ’09 Von Carlowstepped up is
Clay von Caritz. “I was in
lowitz ’09, who
rehearsals for
will play the eponymous lead. Von ‘Macbeth’ half way through [senior

the upcoming concert. “That’s
traditional,” she said. “We learn
each other ’s parts to ke ep in
synch. Students learn to react to
oral cues.”
“I was so surprised to hear
that Keny on ha d a Gam e lan
ensemble,” ensemble memb er
Prabhat Gautam ’09 said. “I had
never been trained in any music,
never played an instrument in my
life before.”
“ The instruments are very
accessible,” Mendonca said. “You
can get playing very quickly.”
According to Gautam, however, the music is also “confusing
and difficult.”
“The act of playing,” Gautam

said, is “a combination of listening
to everyone else, knowing what
they play. Nothing can be learned
in isolation.”
T h e mu s i c i s s tr u c t ur e d
around a gong cycle. “You add
instruments to the c ycle each
time [the cycle] repeats,” Gautam
said.
“I think the ensemble gives
students an important insight
to music making of another culture—how it works,” Mendonca
said. “In a way, it’s a musical approach to Area Studies.”
The concert will be held at
1:00 p.m. on Saturday, Dec. 13
in Brandi Recital Hall in Storer
Hall.

“This is the most ambitious non-KCDC
show I’ve ever seen or
heard of at Kenyon.”

thesis show] ‘Copenhagen,’ which
was a nightmare. But, this is a role
that I thought I’d be able to take on,
and it’s been worth all the stress.”
Von Carlowitz has found stepping into the role of the Scottish
general to be difficult, but ultimately rewarding. “I’ve enjoyed
trying to find the place the character comes from—being able to
understand why he does what he
does and finding out why I might
want the same things,” he said. “As
for having vaulting ambitions and
being in too deep to turn back, I
found, surprisingly, that I could
relate to the character. In addition,
the size of the role and the desperate
situation that Macbeth is placed in
really requires me to go places I usually haven’t been asked to go.”
Von Carlowitz also spoke
about the power of the play, and
its commentary on the nature of
good and evil. “I’ve come to learn
that evil is subjective,” he said.
“Based upon our choices we are
judged to be certain things. I don’t
think Macbeth is evil, but the sum
of his actions would lead you to
believe he is. Even to the end, he
never considers stepping back and
admitting his wrongdoings. That’s
the real tragedy of the play.”
“Macbeth” will be performed
Friday, Dec. 12 and Saturday, Dec.
13 at 8:00 p.m. in the Black Box
Theater.

Gamelan ensemble to bring music Harp Ensemble to play
of Indonesia to Kenyon
pieces by Handel, Bach
By matt colburn
Staff Writer

Gamelan is a type of music
ensemble that originated in Indonesia that uses mostly percussion
instruments including meta llophones, xylophones, drums,
gongs, flutes and vocals. Though
it uses an involved instrumentation, Gamelan uses no written
musical notation.
“Everyone in the group learns
all the instruments in the ensemble,” Assistant Professor of
Asian Music and Culture Maria
Mendonca said. Mendonca directs the Gamelan ensemble and
will be playing with the group in

Sax Quartet to give winter concert
By noah heinrich
Staff Writer
Not everybody knows that the
word “saxophone” actually refers to
a large and varied family of instruments. Most are the iconic J shape,
but others, with exceptions like the
straight soprano sax, vary wildly in
size, from the tiny sopranissimo to
the six-foot-four-inch contrabass.
Each type of saxophone has its own
unique sound. The saxophone family is so diverse that it is possible to
have an entire band composed of

saxes. The Kenyon College Saxophone Quartet is one such group.
The Saxophone Quartet consists of Evan Axelbaum ’10 on alto
and soprano saxophone, Chris
Pitsiokos ’12 also on alto and soprano—he and Axelbaum will switch
on different songs—Nate Gray
’10 on the tenor saxophone and
Joe Murphree ’12 on the baritone
saxophone. The quartet is directed
by Adjunct Professor of Clarinet
and Saxophone Antoine Clark, who
personally picked the musicians and
the songs.

Clark’s desire for the music
“to be accessible to all of [the musicians]” drove his choices, he said.
He chose songs that would be
eclectic and within the skill level of
the saxophonists, whom Clark describes as “the best.” The music will
include Jean de Smetsky’s “March of
the Spanish Soldiery,” Karl Jenkins’
“Barocco No. 1” and “Three Preludes” by George Gershwin.
The Kenyon College Saxophone Quartet will perform on
Sunday, Dec. 14 at 2:00 p.m. in
Brandi Recital Hall.

By matt colburn
Staff Writer
“Hearing several harps together is
a pretty unusual experience, so I really
enjoy playing with the ensemble,” said
Nicole La Fetra ’09, one member of
Kenyon’s four-person harp ensemble.
“The group has some more experienced
players and some beginners. They work
well together and support each other,”
said Adjunct Instructor of Harp and
Piano Janet Thompson, who directs
the group.
“I’ve been playing the harp for 15
years,” said Holly Bacon ’10, another
member of the group. “I love ensemble
music; all the different parts create a really interesting dynamic.”
La Fetra added, “Holly usually
takes the main part. I usually take the
second part—it may be a harmony, a bass

line, or the melody may pass between
us. Christine [Arcidiacono ’10] and
Jonah [Auteri ’11] work together to fill
in the other the parts that Holly and I
don’t cover.”
The group has three concert harps
and one troubadour harp. Concert harps
have a pedal while “troubadour harps
have a lever, which makes it slightly harder to change notes,” Thompson said.
The ensemble’s repertoire for the
concert is quite diverse.
“This group really likes Celtic and
Irish music,” said Thompson. “We’re also
playing ‘Cantina Band’ from Star Wars.”
The group will also be playing “Sheep
May Safely Graze” by J.S. Bach and
“Joy to the World” by George Frederic
Handel.
The group will perform on Sunday,
Dec. 14 at 4:00 p.m. in Brandi Recital
Hall in Storer Hall.
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Lords, Ladies swimming
Lords basketball
scorch water at Nike Invite opens season with win
BY JAMES ASIMES
Staff Writer

KENYON SWIMMERS AND COACHES ALIKE SHARE SMILES FOR THE QUICK SWIMS TURNED IN THIS WEEKEND.

BY KALI GREFF
Sports Editor
The Lords and Ladies swim
teams treaded through familiar
waters this past weekend to host
their first major invitational of
the season, the Nike Invitational.
The Lords cranked out a victory
overall, outswimming University
of Pennsylvania on the final day to
cement their position at the top.
The Ladies performed admirably
in the invitational as well, finishing as runner-ups to the University
of Kansas swimmers.
Division III teams were not
the only participants in the Nike
Invite, however. Division I teams
such as University of Pennsylvania,
University of Kansas, Davidson
College and Colgate University
attended as well. The only Division III teams represented other
than Kenyon were Carnegie Mellon University and John Hopkins
University. So the Lords and Ladies were up against some tough
competition to say the least, but
they rose to the occasion despite
these challenges and represented
the Purple Pride well.
Over the course of the meet,
the Lords racked up 1437 points,
23 National Collegiate Athletic
Association qualifying times, ten
Kenyon Athletic Center pool
records and one Kenyon College
record while winning 12 of the 18
events of the meet.
“This was one of the better
swim meets I have been a part
of as a Kenyon Lord,” said Blair
Withington ’10.
“It really was one of the most
exciting meets I have ever been a
part of,” added Kati Meirs ’11.
Starting out the meet right,
the Lords placed two relay teams
under the NCAA automatic quali-

fying cut for the 200-yard medley
relay and finished one-two in the
standings. The A team of Michael
Mpitsos ’11, Collin Ohning ’11,
Nat Carruthers ’10 and Zachary
Turk ’12 took first and set a new
pool record with a time of 1:29.20,
closely followed by the secondplace ‘B’ team, coming into the
wall at 1:30.92.
Other notable performances
of the seemingly endless stream
of standout swims for the Lords
came from Nathan Smith ’11
in the 1650-yard freestyle, David Lazarus ’10 in the 100-yard
breaststroke, Michael Mpitsos ’11
in the 200-yard backstroke and
Blair Withington ’10 in the 100yard freestyle. All of these Lords
emerged from the water after their
races with either a new KAC pool
record or a Division III ‘A’ cut
under their belts.
“I thought that Lazarus’ 100yard breaststroke was the single
best performance of the weekend
and deser ves recognition,” said
Withington. “[Lazarus] captured
the new Kenyon varsity record in
a time of 55.55 seconds. Kenyon
has a storied history, including a
multitude of champion swimmers,
and for David to claim himself
atop any other Lord of all time
in that event is an exceptional
achievement.”
In addition, Kenyon swept
the gold, silver and bronze places
in the 100-yard butterfly. The top
finisher in the event was Matt
Harris ’09 with a time of 48.47,
snagging a pool record, not to
mention a Division I B cut in the
process—an unusual accomplishment for a Division III swimmer,
especially so early on in the season. Carruthers and Withington
punched the touch pads in to
round out the strong trio in the
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event with times of 48.81 and
49.02, respectively, each earning a
national qualifying time.
The Ladies rocked the boat
as well, finishing second only to
the powerhouse Division I Kansas
Jayhawks with a respectable score
of 870.5 points. Meirs wrote her
name in the record books, knocking out a record set in 1993 with
her breakthrough performance in
the 500-yard freestyle. Clocking in
at 4:55.21, she finished in second
place overall, but it replaced the
old Kenyon Colleg e record of
4:56.30 by a decent margin.
“I was very excited about how
I performed at the Nike Invite,”
said Meirs. “ The 500 freestyle
record has been something I have
been going after since I arrived at
Kenyon.”
The Ladies’ only champion
of the meet was the first-year star
breaststroker Alisa Vereshchagin
’12, finishing well ahead of the
se cond place swimmer in the
200-yard breaststroke, and more
importantly, more than two seconds ahead of the Kenyon College
record with her scalding time of
2:16.86.
Tracy Menzel ’09 and Tina Ertel ’10 also placed high up for the
Ladies in their respective events.
“As of right now I believe we
are very much in control of our
own destiny,” said Withington,
a brother of Delta Tau Delta .
“What I mean by that is, we have
had a more successful fall semester
than any other year I have been at
Kenyon, and now we simply have
to build on that success. I expect,
come nationals, that this team will
be looking pretty good.”
The Lords and Ladies head to
Sarasota, Fla. over winter break to
get ready for the last part of their
season.

The Kenyon Lords basketball
team opened up the North Coast
Athletic Conference season with
a convincing win over conference rival Wabash College this
past Saturday afternoon, Dec. 6,
with a final score of 70-55. Led
by last year’s all-conference firstteamer Bryan Yelvington ’09 and
J.T. Knight ’11, the Lords took
revenge upon the Little Giants,
who bounced the Lords from the
conference tournament last year.
Kenyon op ene d the g ame
on a 16-4 run, dominating the
paint and playing terrific defense
against a talented Wabash squad.
The Lords constantly attacked the
front line of the Little Giants with
the talented duo of Yelvington
and Dave Knapke ’10. Yelvington
finished the afternoon with 16
points and grabbed 11 rebounds,
while Knapke scored ten points
and nine rebounds.
Kenyon set the tone of the
game early with a bruising physical defense, utilizing the Lords’
size advantage with all of the five
starters, forcing the Little Giants
to shoot from outside while dominating Wabash on the boards.
Kenyon out-rebounded the Little
Giants by nearly a two -to -one
ratio, 48-26. The defensive effort
also paid off as Wabash only shot
27 percent from the floor for the
game. Forward Allen Bediako ’09
also energ ized Tomsich Arena
in the first half with relentless
interior defense, highlighted by
multiple key blocks.

Wabash battled back, going
into the locker room at halftime
down by only a six-point margin,
30 to 24, and opened the second
half on a 10-to-5 run, closing the
deficit to one point with only 13
minutes left in the game. The
Little Giants were aided by two
technical fouls on the Lords as
momentum began to shift back in
the Giants’ favor in the early stages
of the second half.
The Lords righted the ship,
however, and finished the game
strong, going on a 35-21 run in the
final 13 minutes, keyed up by the
up -and-coming Anthony Chun
’12, who added 12 points and three
steals in the Lords’ effort. Chun
helped buoy the Lords as Jim Arce
’09 fouled out of the game with a
large portion of the second half
remaining. Arce, along with Dave
Jolson ’09, succeeded in stopping
Wabash’s top scorer and held him
to only four points for the afternoon, well below his average of
nearly 20 points per game. Knight
also helped the Lords finish off the
Little Giants, scoring 20 points
and pulling in ten rebounds, both
career highs. He rallied the Lords
in the second half, shooting 58
percent from the field for the
game. In recognition of his stellar
performance last weekend, Knight
was also named the North Coast
Athletic Conference Player of the
Week in men’s basketball.
The Lords will face crosstown rival Mount Vernon Nazarene University this Saturday, Dec.
13 at 7:00 pm. They will be playing
the Cougars in the MVNU Physical Education Center.
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